Memories 1n

Folk artist Lucy Ogletree creates works inspired by
her years growing up in Thamesville and the tranquility of her
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PEACEFUL: Liscy Oghetree ks surrounded by some of ber works as she relaies in her studio/gaflery with her dogs, Chiie and Sunde,

current country home near Sparta.

Y JUDY LIEBMER
Spedhsl to The Free Presy

SPARTA — Lucy Ogletres had
always known she could draw,
bt she'd never thought of try-
Ing Ber hand at palnting. In 1994,
however, her life changed when
ahe began dolving inio her past,
and her Imagination, (o create
folk prt for her home.

Oglotres, who owns Winter
Wheat country folk ari store
nent Spacta with her partner,
MMike Roberis, was Inaplired 1o
try painting when she and
Roberts purchased thelr two.
hectare properiy and a home
that was buoilt in 1842, [t was this
chanee purchase that set her on
the rond B0 becoming a
renowned folk arilat whose
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waork Is celebrated throogh
Cansds, the 1.5 and England.

“When we bought this proper-
ty. | was jooking for some folk
art for our hoose and 1 couldn't
Mnd anything prinied thal was
(oo much Canadlan,” Ogleires
recalls. =A kot of It was Imporied
frem the States. 1 decided to
paint some pleces [for our
o,

While her carser &s & palnter
“just kind of happened.™ so did
the commercial possibliitlen.
Roberts suggested s=lling her
palintings to customers since
they were a natural (It with
thefr other product [knes — ey
deslgn and creale country crafts
For Winter Wheat.

Af that point, Ogletree printed
peveral ploiuoss, .hn-d prl..rul

muide and began sellking them.

Crgbetres’s art b currontly sald
through calalogues in the 115,
and England, while her crnfla
mre s0id in gift shops throughout
Canada, Her original artwork
ataris &t E250, while printa range
fromn BE.50 1o 350, She 1w palints
full tirme, althowgh ahe stil] helps
Eoberts dealgn product [nes for
their store.

Like many folk artlats, Ogle
tree bs self taught and draws her
|nepirathon from her childhood.

Moat folk artisis begin pursu-
lng thelr craft Iater in life afler
hawing made thelr living at
other joba, she saya. Mosl have
e driven by the dealre to oo
ate and thelr work s deplieted in
waood, qullis, neediework and In
p-1nrir||1-
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Crgletres s Mapired to paint
both by her childhood memories
of growing ap In Thamesville
and by the tranguillity of the
Sparta property, which ls
marked by terwering 50-year-old
ploe (ries,

“It's really gubet and pescefial
here and 1 ke the country. A ot
of my pleces are memory palnt
ings — they have my family in
them,” she says
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One palnting daplicts Ogletren's
* g¥indmaother stirring & pot of
soup on & cast-lron atove, Flve
cats on the kitchen Noor pursuee
thalr own activities, playing and
sleeping In basketls. Another
shows her grandmother feeding
chickens kn n barn that's Hlumi-
nnted by momnlight,

One particdlarly whimsical
palnting, The Snowmag Fnctory,
depicts Ogletres, hor slater and
coualng a8 children bullding
snowmen, The snow-covered
ground s punciuated by amall
pine trem, while thres building
In the bachground, I from with-
in, add urllmhlrll'lﬂﬂl'l sorine of &
ey, profec iry.

Oglairee, m:nu In
nerylica, also croniessa varinty of
Monh's ark scenes, =1 [ike thst
story, | p]nu.].'l. hawe, (s my¥
favourite one,” ahe sy

Orme Kilbarm, o 81 Morys-ares
nriist who has painted for 48
yom andd hin work knterna-
1 , sayn Chyotres | “an ab
soluts natural. There's & wondar-
ful inneocance in her gork, which
s therpusality of m folll ariie.~

Hllburn says Oglethes’s abiliny

.o paint her mlmm-h “in m very
Innocent way” sets her apart, It
gsomes through as belng very
truthfal and yot, in good folk art,
there's a serae of Bumair alsa,
She funt palnis what she feele and
whal ahe's oxperienoed.”

While rural dwellars relate
wull 1o the paataral themes In her
work, so dio ¢lty people wha re-
spond Inatipetivaly K the sense of
oy hor palntings ovolke, Moai vis
Hoem, who trnvel 1o the store from
mcross Sautliwaaterns (ninrio,
alae roncl poaitlvely o Winter
Whont, which (gletrec and
Riberla have vperated for 10
poara

=A lol of poople 1ike coming
hore hacauas |t°n ao peacelul,”
Ogletres says. “[t's more than
Jusd & store — B por cond of it ia
the atore and 70 por cont is the
ambinnes. That's what they 're
comlng hera for, IUs the sur-
roundings,” ahe sayn.

That's not@iMicall to under:
stnnil once Jurnll hnve vialied
Winter Whept. A long lmpewny is
sholternd by plne !rwlNhll'h
glve & sense of profection-as I
] i T d

a reemingly endless [ine -h-m.[ a
aplit-rall fenea,

Furilier downy [he lanewnay, &
hoege woudden rubibil with a :]u_u,h,
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mpedes s perws b sarroursbed by
af aseariment of whimeically
shaped clocka st 1o dilTerent
timea. A slgn procialmes “This =
the place -hrrr time afmnds
milL”®

Viattrs, whe often bead heothe
lives i clthes, drive slew by up the
laneway, Dgletres says “That's
what that rabbit’s aboul el
ting pesephe o sinoe k.~

Ogletiee and Roberis’ bams,
with its Gothic peaks and Victory.
an trim. emerges from ihe forest,
ns does & afnall rustic bulldng
whers Ogletres paints Once a
garage, Roberis has altered i1 10
resemble & ploneer era home,
romplete with & front porch and
farms Impkements which deoorate
e e ior

Insides, comioriable wig furni
ture and troplcal planie form a
perfect backdrop to Ogletres’s
paintings, which hang on the
walla

¥ieltors are welcome Lo all
down and enjey & free cup of hot
cappacchne oF tra and 8 cook e

Nearby, scaled down replica
Victorian boemes and & penersl
atrre, surTounded by a fence, pro-
vide shelier for Roberis” and
Dyletroe’s turkeyn, seven rabbits
and a goal fatmeed Yoahi

Chainsaw carvings, which
Hebaris srestes sod Dgley
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Lo gy
came Tien open on The p-ud =
sbile the carving whers vialtors
loas in rotns. As a resull of dona
1 ki, [u}r—!m ‘Lu i!\'l"l'l. :I'.‘|:l:I I:n

.hll'l. or lumberiacis, Roberts”

carvings are pure folk art and

guite primitive, Ogletros says

In » cearing beneath I-meire .

pines are immenne carvings of
angels, an well an & delighiTul
enrying of & woman who Telds &
lxrgr watrring ran and appran o
b= walering bhuge owrial Miwers

Mexi io ke clearing ia Winled
Wheal, a pine bard and batlen
bullding Hoberta deslgned and
buili in 19 i resembles an old
prneral stere with a front porch
that ki bursting with twig furni
fure, baskers apd woesden bird
freeders, av we|l an leaa conven
tlanal Memas Including & snow
wETEn cAarTy ing & suiicase

|pabide the bullding houses 10
srasrial Fmphoyees whe work In
the wood working shop and In
the store Wissdens orafls range In
prioe from £ to B100 and indclsde
grese MNying south, rusiic bird
bouses g mail bowes, ss well as
attractively framed prints of
Dghrtres s work

Qglegree, wha travels 1o the
mruf U S tocollect folk &,
sayn she can't foresee & thime
when ahe won't e paintlog. ~1
grjuy the creativiiy and doing

shgn

GUARTAAN
ANGELS: The fenie
porsts akong the
Cuaker Road
entrance o Winier
Wheat are topped
WTh wooden OTma
s mervial angeh
perched atop bird
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